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percent in the last decade. In New York City
itself, three of the top five immigrant groups
are from the Caribbean: Dominican Republic
(Ist), Jamaica (3rd), Guyana (4th).

Though Caribbean New Yorkers may speak
with different accents and languages, and
have cultural practices unique to each, they all
share a desire to succeed in this country.
Their unbreakable work ethnic and entrepre-
neurial spirit has provided a cornerstone for
our city’s growth and success for more than
half a century.

This entrepreneurial spirit can be found
throughout our city. One example is the story
of Lowell Hawthorne, and the “Golden Krust”
food franchise. The company, which special-
izes in making Jamaican patties, started 15
years ago in a small bakery in the Bronx, and
has since expanded into a chain of 80 fran-
chises throughout the New York area. The
company now has plans to expand across the
East Coast, before going nationwide. If Golden
Krust stays with their plan the Jamaican pattie
may one day become as omnipresent in
America as the hamburger, pizza, or taco. The
entrepreneurial spirit of this community will
only grow, as they become increasingly inte-
grated into the socio-economic fabric of our
city.

Xnother factor which binds the Caribbean
community is their common concern for their
home nations. The Caribbean continues to
face many critical issues related to natural dis-
asters, economic development, and HIV/AIDS.
The U.S. Government has sought to assist in
addressing this issue, but more is needed.

Several hurricanes and tropical storms hit
nations across the Caribbean in the 2004 hur-
ricane season causing billions of dollars in
damage, and killing thousands.

| was joined by other members of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus in urging the Bush
Administration and Congress to maximize their
Caribbean Hurricane relief effort. These disas-
ters caused long-term damage to the agricul-
tural and tourism sectors of the region, so it
will continue to require our assistance moving
forward. In addition, recent reports by U.S.
government sources have predicted that the
2005 Hurricane season will likely be worse
than 2004, so the U.S. must stand ready to
adequately assist our neighbors in what prom-
ises to be a trying hurricane season.

We must also closely examine how our poli-
cies might hinder the region’s recovery. One
such hindrance is the Bush Administration’s
proposed Western Hemisphere Travel Initia-
tive. The initiative, which will require all trav-
elers to and from the Caribbean, and Bermuda
to have a passport to enter or re-enter the
United States, is being imposed on the Carib-
bean before other regions in the Hemisphere.

With a large percenage of U.S. visitors to
the Caribbean not utilizing a passport when
they travel, it can be expected that the new re-
quirements will have a negative impact on
Caribbean tourism, as many U.S. tourists may
choose vacation options that entail less has-
sle.

In addition, the U.S. must continue to in-
crease non-emergency assistance. Though
U.S. assistance to the Caribbean has in-
creased in recent years, it still lags behind the
amounts given to the Caribbean during the
1980’s. The Cold War is over, but the Carib-
bean still faces many threats to its develop-
ment and security.

The growing impact of narco-trafficking is in-
creasingly evident, and will continue unless

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

the U.S. continues to help the Caribbean in its
development objectives. Equally important is
the ability of the Carribbean to keep its bor-
ders secure in the post 9-11 environment.
With these countries burdened by slow eco-
nomic development, and annual crises arising
from natural disasters, they will be increasingly
hard pressed to invest in the border security
measures which hold implications for them
and United States.

The United States must also continue to
help the Caribbean wage the war against HIV/
AIDS, as the epidemic in the region continues
to grow. Infection rates are among the highest
outside of sub-Saharan Africa, and an esti-
mated 430,000 people in the region are living
with HIV. Many experts have predicted that
this will significantly retard the economic and
political growth of the region if it continues on
its present course. Overall U.S. HIV assist-
ance to the Caribbean is estimated at $53 mil-
lion for 2005, but this is largely due to the two
Caribbean nations that are covered by the
President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief
(PEPFAR).

As such, more countries in the region, be-
sides Haiti and Guyana, should be placed
under the PEPFAR program. There has been
activity in Congress to bring about this result,
but legislation has yet be approved.

Again, | thank the organizers of the Carib-
bean NYC event; it not only illuminated the
great strides that have been taken by the Car-
ibbean Community in New York, but also the
need for the U.S. to remain committed to as-
sisting the Caribbean region—a region near to
our shores and to our hearts.

———
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Mr. WU. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
an innovative company in my Congressional
district—HemCon.

Today, HemCon is being recognized by the
U.S. Army Research, Development and Engi-
neering Command for developing one of the
2004 “Top 10 Greatest Inventions.” This is a
prestigious accolade, and HemCon is deserv-
ing of this award.

Hemcon has developed a revolutionary ban-
dage that has the potential to change medi-
cine as we know it. More importantly, it has
the potential to save countless lives. Accord-
ing to military physicians, 90 percent of sol-
diers killed in war die before they reach a
medical facility, most often because of signifi-
cant blood loss. Yet it is this exact situation
that the military considers the main prevent-
able cause of death in military action.

The HemCon bandage is revolutionary in
that it can stop severe hemorrhaging based on
the use of a natural product called chitosan, a
substance found in the shells of shrimp, crab,
and other crustaceans. This chitosan material
has the ability to bond with red blood cells and
form a clot that stops bleeding. In October
2002, based on the strength of this product,
the HemCon Bandage was ushered through
the FDA and it is the second fastest approval
of a medical device granted by the Agency. It
was approved in only 48 hours.
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Today, the use of the HemCon Bandage is
considered standard treatment for severe
hemorrhaging, and it is being used by the mili-
tary to save the lives of our brave men and
women in Afghanistan and Iraq. It is also
being used by first responders in emergency
medical situations to control blood loss.

Jonathan Swift wrote, “Discovery consists of
seeing what everybody has seen and thinking
what nobody else has thought.” Dr. Kenton
Gregory and Dr. Bill Wiesmann are a testa-
ment to this statement. Through their re-
search, they have taken a natural product that
had been overlooked for too long and used it
in a revolutionary new way. Because of their
efforts, lives have already been saved.

| applaud, Dr. Gregory, Dr. Wiesmann, and
the staff of HemCon for their work, and | con-
gratulate them for this very deserving award.

CONGRATULATING THE 2005 NCAA
MEN’S DIVISION I NATIONAL LA-
CROSSE CHAMPIONS
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Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to in-
vite my colleagues to join me in congratulating
the 2005 NCAA Men’s Division | National La-
crosse Champions, the Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity Bluejays.

Johns Hopkins University is the cradle of
college lacrosse. Their faculty, fans, alumni,
students, coaches and players have waited
since 1987 to regain their position as the pre-
mier lacrosse program in the country. For
three out of the last four years, the Hopkins
Bluejays have made it to the final four, but the
championship has remained just out of reach.

Under the leadership of Coach Dave
Pietramala, seniors on the team played all four
years never losing a game on Homewood
Field at Hopkins, and this year had a perfect
season, 16-0.

Coach Pietramala also has the distinction of
being the only coach to have won a national
championship as a player and a coach. Coach
Pietramala was a four time All-American de-
fensive player on Hopkins’ 1987 championship
team.

Six members of the team are my constitu-
ents: Joe Benson, Benson Erwin, Kyle Har-
rison, Kevin Huntley, Nolan Matthews and
Matt Pinto. All deserve congratulations for
their contributions to the team. Kevin Huntley
and Nolan Matthews, sons of former Hopkins’
All-Americans and Joe Benson, brother of a
Hopkins All-American will be returning to
Homewood Field to carry on the winning tradi-
tion. Also returning will be Jesse
Schwartzman, who was awarded most valu-
able player of the NCAA tournament when in
the championship game his skill as goal keep-
er kept Hopkins in the game and eliminated
threats by the Duke Blue Devils.

This year's graduates Kyle Harrison and
Benson Erwin are best friends, great players
and outstanding role models. This year, after
being named a Tewaaraton Award finalist for
the past two years, Kyle, a three time All-
American, won the Award given to the most
outstanding male varsity collegiate lacrosse
player in the nation. Benson was the unsung
hero of the team. His work ethic and reliability
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